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SUBJECT: DISSOLUTION OF LAA: FUTURE OF USIS LAOS PROGRAM 

REF: USIA 589 LOU 

1 . THE DISSOLUTION OF THE LAA FOLLOWS THE CLOSURE OF TWO 
OTHER PRIVATE SCHOOLS. ALTHOUGH THE LAO GOVERNMENT'S 
ACTION WAS ARBITRARY. THE LAA IS REGISTERED AS A PRIVATE 
ORGANIZATION, WITH A SPECIFIC PROVISION IN ITS CONSTITUTION 
THAT "THE ASSOCIATION CAN BE DISSOLVED UNDER EXTRAORDINARY 
CIRCUMSTANCES BY THE ROYAL LAO GOVERNMENT." LAA CANNOT 
BE EQUATED WITH EITHER THE FRENCH OR RUSSIAN CULTURAL 
CENTERS WHICH ARE PART OF COUNTRIES' OFFICIAL MISSIONS. 

2. THE LEASE OF THE PROPERTY UPON WHICH THE LAA IS BUILT 
STATES "UPON EXPIRATION OF THIS LEASE THE BUILDINGS WILL 
BECOME THE PROPERTY OF THE ROYAL LAO GOVERNMENT." 

3. UNDER THE LAA'S CONSTITUTION,THE POSSESSIONS OF THE 
ASSOCIATION "SHALL BE DISPOSED OF AS DETERMINED BY THE 
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MINISTER OF THE INTERIOR OF THE KINGDOM OF LAOS AND 
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THE AMBASSADOR OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, IN 
CONSULTATION WITH MEMBERS OF THE BOARD.. ." AS REPORTED, 

THE MIN OF INTERIOR SEEMS TO TAKE THE POSITION THAT 
THESE POSSESSIONS COME WITH THE BUILDING. IN LIGHT OF 
EARLIER DIFFICULTIES AND IN VIEW OF FACT THAT ITEMS 
COULD NOT BE EXPORTED, SOLD AT ANYTHING NEAR VALUE, OR 
EVEN STORED BY THE EMBASSY, MISSION VIEW IS THAT NO 
REPRESENTATIONS TO THE LAO BE MADE. 

4. ON JULY 3, PGNU'S OFFICIAL SPOKESMAN ACKNOWLEDGED 
USIS TO BE PART OF THE EMBASSY AND OCCUPIED FACILITIES 
WERE SUBSEQUENTLY RETURNED TO POST'S CONTROL. THESE 
FACILITIES, INCLUDING POST'S LIBRARY OPERATED WITHOUT 
HARASSMENT UNTIL CLOSURE, DUE TO TERMINATION OF LEASE, 

ON DECEMBER 31. 

5. UNDER NEW GOVERNMENT POST CANNOT EXPECT TO BE ACCORDED 
EQUAL TREATMENT WITH THAT GIVEN RUSSIAN INFORMATION AND 
CULTURAL EFFORT. (FRENCH ARE ALSO UNCERTAIN OF THEIR 
POSITION.) AT THE VERY LEAST THE PDRL HAS CREATED AN 
ATMOSPHERE OF FEAR THAT WORKS AGAINST PERSONAL CONTACT 
WITH PAO, FREQUENTING BNC OR LIBRARY. AT THE TIME OF 

LAA'S DISSOLUTION ONLY 250 STUDENTS WERE STUDYING ENGLISH 
AND, IN JUDGMENT OF PAO AND DIRECTOR GLAUBERMAN, THERE 
WAS LITTLE PROSPECT FOR IMPROVEMENT. 

6. NEVERTHELESS, INFORMATION PROGRAM CONTINUES AND, IN 
FACT, SEEMS TO BE RETURNING TO NORMAL. POST'S DISTRI- 
BUTION CLERK, WHO DELIVERS USIS BULLETINS TO GOVERNMENT 
OFFICES, HAD ADVISED PAO THAT WHEREAS SIX MONTHS AGO PEOPLE 
WERE RELUCTANT TO BE SEEN READING BULLETINS, HE IS AGAIN 
RECEIVING REQUESTS FROM OFFICIALS WHO WISHED TO BE ADDED 
TO THE RECIPIENT LIST. LAST WEEK THE PRIME MINISTER'S 

OFFICE GAVE POST A REVISED DISTRIBUTION LIST FOR BOTH 
LAO AND ENGLISH LANGUAGE BULLETINS, SAID TO HAVE COME 
FROM THE PRIME MINISTER HIMSELF. OTHER PRIORITIES OUTLINED 
IN LOU 6599 REMAIN VALID. 

7. RECOMMEND THAT FOR FORESEEABLE FUTURE ONE FSIO REMAIN 
ASSIGNED VIENTIANE BUT THAT ALL OPERATIONS BE BASED 
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WITHIN EMBASSY. THERE IS LITTLE JUSTIFICATION FOR RE- 
OPENING LIBRARY IN OUTSIDE LOCATION OR ATTEMPTING TO 
RECONSTITUTE BNC. PAO AND STAFF WILL HAVE TO SPEND 
NEXT FEW MONTHS IN TIME-CONSUMING JOB OF PUTTING EQUIPMENT 
AND SUPPLIES IN PLACE, RENEWING DISTRIBUTION OF PUBLICATIONS, 
UPGRADING THE LAO NEWS BULLETIN (FOR LATER PURPOSE POST 
IS HIRING AN ADDITIONAL TRANSLATOR), CONTINUE MONITORING 
LOCAL AND VOA OUTPUT, AND ATTEMPT TO PROGRAM FILMS 
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AND VTR IN OFFICERS' HOMES. 

8. WITH AGENCY'S APPROVAL, POST WILL TEMPORARILY MAINTAIN 
STAFF LEVEL OF EIGHTEEN IN ORDER TO COMPLETE TASKS OUT- 
LINED ABOVE. PRIOR TO JUNE, POST WILL ABOLISH POSITIONS OF A 
MINIMUM OF THREE EMPLOYEES, PROBABLY TWO DRIVERS AND 
LIBRARIAN, AND A MOPIX LIBRARIAN WILL RETIRE. SUB- 
SEQUENTLY, WILL CONTINUE TO WORK AT BRINGING STAFF DOWN TO 
SUITABLE NUMBER CONSISTENT WITH LAO PROGRAM. 

9. IT IS STILL TOO EARLY TO TELL WHETHER A LONG-TERM 
USIS INFORMATION AND CULTURAL EFFORT IN LAOS IS WORTH- 
WHILE. 

DAKS 
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